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Learn Live: Creative Reading – How Stories Begin 
 

 

Dates Thursday 10 June 2021 

Time 16.00 to 17.30 

Location Zoom 

Level All welcome 

Class size Maximum 35 participants 

 
 

Course description 

 

When we open a book we’re embarking on a journey in the company of the writer. Those crucial 

opening paragraphs usually set the scene, introduce character, start the plot rolling and give us a 

sense of the kind of company we’re keeping. This online course explores the value of reading fiction 

analytically – but without the jargon – both for those who wish to read well in order to write well and 

for those who are simply interested in approaching literary texts in a more thoughtful way. 

 

This course takes place on Zoom and we will email you a joining link the day before. There will be 

an opportunity to ask the tutors Sarah Burton and Jem Poster questions during a Q&A. 

 

Live captions will be provided by Stagetext. 

 
 

Pre-course task 

 

A selection of literary openings will be provided for you to read in advance of the course. 

 
 

Tutors 

 

This course is led by Dr Sarah Burton and Professor Jem Poster, whose co-written handbook for 

fiction writers, The Book You Need to Read to Write the Book You Want to Write, will be published 

by Cambridge University Press in November 2021. Jem has published a collection of poetry, two 

novels and two critical editions. Sarah has published both fiction and non-fiction, for adults and 

children. They co-founded and taught the Master’s course in Creative Writing at the University of 

Cambridge and continue to write and to teach in a variety of contexts.  

 
 

Previous Skills, Knowledge or Experience 

None required. All welcome. 

 

Accessibility 

Live captions will be provided by Stagetext. 
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THIS COURSE TAKES PLACE ON ZOOM.  

PLEASE DO NOT COME TO THE BRITISH LIBRARY. 


